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“The world is changing and it's not going to
go back to the way it was,” said Wendy Hall,
but universities will stand the test of time
f ve.
- v a diverse
ecosystem in higher education, she said,

describing a global higher education
marketplace in which much of the research
potential is shifting towards Asia.

“That's really where my attention is
focused these days, because | see huge
investment,” she explained.

UK institutions have to stay relevant
to answer new global challenges —and
IIKDI LQFIXGHV BQGLQJ D PRGHUIKDI VIHPY
IiKH EUDLQ GUDLQ LQ VHFIRUV VXFK DV DUILRFLDO
intelligence, where universities cannot
compete with technology giants on salary,
she added.

Alex Marsh referenced the industry-
university model mentioned earlier by
Professor Georghiou.

Dr Marsh said that assembling smalll
FRUDERUDILYH IHDPYV DURXQG D VSHFLRF
goal can stimulate collaboration between
higher education and industry.

“We identify a small number of
opportunities,” he explained.

“We make a bet on those, and then we
gather together the complementary areas
of research expertise across multiple
disciplines, complemented with business
leadership and expertise.”

Again, Brexit was unavoidable in
imagining any future. Michael Hill-King
noted that the UK wins 21 per cent of
European Research Council funding.

“How are we going to replace that 21
per cent of the entire ERC budget just by
ourselves?” he asked.

As for chronic skills shortages in tech
industries, this was an issue he felt would
take many years to address through
education and training alone.

“The other way is to attract talent,” he
said. “And this goes back to one of the
other themes we were talking about today,
which is science without borders.”






